Telemedicine demonstration projects in the Western Pacific.
Telemedicine demonstration projects in the Western Pacific are attempting to provide distance medical consulting and distance medical education for the isolated health-care workforce of the region. The Picasso Phone system is a low-cost telemedicine system which requires only the standard telephone network for its operation, needs little additional equipment and is user-friendly. The demonstration projects have shown the utility of the system in both international, inter-island and on-island communications. All demonstration activities used the various existing island telephone systems. With the adaptation of such a user-friendly telemedicine system as the Picasso Phone system to the Peacesat public-interest educational network, the capacity of the telemedicine network will expand to include isolated islands with Peacesat capacity which do not have access to the commercial island telephone systems.